Rules changes

Major changes

The list below shows rule number, description of the change, and page number in this book.

1-2-1-a-2-a Minimum end zone size is 7 yards 32
1-4-9-¢ Recording opponent’s signals prohibited 47
2-2-4 40/25-second play clock system instituted where appropriate 49
2-3-3 Chop block redefined 51
2-19-3-b Entire passer has to be beyond neutral zone for pass to be illegal 58
2-29-2 40/25-second play clock system instituted where appropriate 64
3-2-2-¢g 3-2-2-h deleted: 15-second play clock eliminated 69
3-2-2-g 3-2-2-i deleted: Clock adjustment on inadvertent whistle 69
3-2-4-b 40/25-second play clock system instituted where appropriate 70
3-2-5-a-12 Game clock starts on ready when ball out of bounds 72
4-1-5 40/25-second play clock system instituted where appropriate 83
6-1-2 Referee declares ball ready when officials in position 90
6-2-1 Option to snap 30 yards beyond restraining line 92
8-3-4-a Penalties for flagrant personal fouls on try are carried over 124
9-1-2-p Horse-collar tackle prohibited 132
9-1-2-q Five-yard facemask foul eliminated 132
9-1-3 Helmet contact/targetting an opponent rule redefined 135
9-1-6 Sideline warning changed to foul 137
12-3-1-a Field goals included in reviewable plays 161
12-3-3-b If runner is ruled down, immediate fumble recovery is reviewable 163
12-3-3-c If runner is ruled out of bounds, immediate score is reviewable 163
12-3-4 Replay official may correct egregious errors 165
12-5-1-b-1 Successful challenge extended to two per game 166
This list does not the include major changes to 5 on 5 and flag football in Rule 14.
New Approved Rulings
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All the Approved Rulings in Rule 12 are new in 2009.
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Editorial changes

The following list shows those rules that have been subject to editorial change, i.e. deletions,
corrected errors, clarifications due to interpretation and items rewritten for readability. The
list also includes those Approved Rulings altered to conform with rule changes.
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10-2-2-e-5
10-2-2-g-1
10-2-2-g-2
10-2-2-g-3
10-2-2-g-4
10-2-2-g-5
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table continued...



A.R. 3-2-5:1V
A.R. 3-2-6:1
3-3-2-a-11
3-3-2-a-18
3-3-2-a-19
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